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thus commemorated as having been gained by the superiority of French 
prowess. You inquire into the matter, and, in many instances, find that 
what the artist has converted into some great military achievement, was so 
insignificant an affair as to be wholly unworthy of notice. Of this there can 
be no question, that the future historian will do no more than make a mere 
passing allusion to many of the military events, the remembrance of which 
is thus to be perpetuated on canvass, while in many more instances the page 
of history will make no mention of them at all. — In the Hospital of Invalids, 
again, you see hundreds of the flags which the French took from their 
enemies, from the commencement Of Napoleon's career, down to the recent 
triumphs of the French arms in Algiers. — And, as if these memorials of the 
skill and courage of the French were not sufficient to keep up the military 
spirit in France, a marked attention is paid to soldiers in private society. 
The mere circumstance of wearing the habiliments of a military man, is a 
sure passport any where, and renders the person a favorite in all companies. 
The effect of all this is to keep alive the military spirit. We can thus 
account for the eager desire which the French nation show to rush into a 
war whenever their government chances to come into collision with that of 
any other country. 

It is desirable, both for the sake of governments themselves, and of hu- 
manity generally, that something should be done to extinguish the military 
spirit, not only in France, but wherever it exists. No country ever yet 
came off a gainer after having played the game of war. It is a game at 
which all lose War has been the curse of the world, the scourge of the 
human race. It is equally at variance with religion, right reason, sound 
policy, and humanity. My opinions on the subject are so strong, that I 
hold that every public writer is under a grave moral responsibility to do all 
in his power to put an end to that wholesale trading in human life, which 
always takes place between those countries that engage in hostilities with 
each other. 



Preparations for War In time of Peace. 

There is no greater folly than for a republic to maintain costly war estab- 
lishments in time of peace. They add nothing to the real strength of the 
country ; for preparations made on a sudden emergency, when war seems 
to threaten, are left to crumble into decay just as soon as the cloud passes 
over. Our real strength is the patriotism, the personal valor and devotion 
of our citizens, and their fruitfulness of resources, which will never be 
wanting in a just cause. Now I see that $ 15,000 have been appropriated 
by Congress for experiments with Colt's Submarine Battery. Does any 
man in his senses seriously believe that in the next hundred years there will 
he a ship blown up by this process f But, says the advocate of this measure, 
we may be forced into a war when we least expect it, and then Mr. Colt's 
method would be very effective. To be providing, at great expense, for 
these possible but most improbable contingencies, is just about as wise as if 
a man in perfect health should carry about with him a cumbrous and costly 
medicine-chest, containing every drug known to doctors, under the sickly 
apprehension, that he might suddenly be seized with some disorder, he 
could not tell what, at a time he could not tell when. We must run some 
risks, and we do constantly. But it is better to do so than to adopt a bur- 
densome and expensive system, injurious to the morals of the people, 
unfavorable to private virtue and public economy, and repugnant to the 
spirit and genius of our institutions. 
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The truth is, the war spirit is on the decline. The spirit of Christianity 
and of civilization is peaceful. If it were not for the professional fighters, 
who make a trade of war, and for the barbarous love of conquest, injustice 
and dominion, of which some remains exist, the business of war would be 
regarded by the civilized world in its true and odious colors. The way to 
avoid wars is, not to increase the number of those whose private interests 
are opposed to peace, but to cultivate a spirit of equity and wisdom, by 
avoiding entangling alliances with foreign states, and pursuing a plain, 
simple and majestic course of kindness, truth and justice in all our political 
conduct and relations. # 

Alexandria, D. C. 



Thoughts on passing West Point, July 14, 1845. 

How calm, how beautiful it lies 
Beneath these sunny summer skies ! 
Amid whose changing shade or light, 
The deep ravine, the wooded height, 
Softly sublime, through hill and dell 
Alternate gently sink or swell, 
Mirrored in faithful life below 
On the transparent river's flow. 
Where Nature's voice points thought above, 
And speaks tranquillity and love, 
Can earthly strife or jar intrude 
To mar the spirit's happy mood ? 
Ah ! meet would seem, in scenes like these, 
Hymns, altars, to the God of Peace ! 

Yet here, in scenes like these, are found 
Far other sights, far other sound. 
Amid these hills the cannon roars, 
The martial clarion's music pours ; 
And here profaningly doth come 
The soldier's step, the rolling drum ; 
Here daily moves the measured tread, 
As on the plain where hosts have bled ; 
Here practised hands fierce weapons wield, 
Rehearsing for the battle-field; 
Here glittering swords flash bright and high, 
Here gleams the bayonet in the sky ; 
And here grows he whom God made " good," 
A workman trained to deeds of blood. 

I turned away, and hid the woe 
None near me might have cared to know, 
Which bowed, as in the dust, my soul, 
For ills 'twas powerless to control. 
Silent went up the lonely prayer 
(I could not ask one heart to share), 
How long, how long, Almighty Lord, 
Tarrieth the vict'ry of thy word ? 
0, send thy light, and truth, and love, 
To break, resistless, from above ! 
Earth's jealous, jarring nations bring 
Beneath thy white-robed angel's wing ; 
Bind them with bonds no foe may sever, 
Forbid " the sword to slay for ever ! " A. 



